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PowerBuilder Product Management
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DISCLAIMER

The following information is being shared in order to outline some of our current product plans. We are hopeful that
the following can shed some light on our roadmap, but it is important to understand that it is being shared for
INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY, and not as a binding commitment. Please do not rely on this information in making
purchasing decisions because ultimately, the development, release, and timing of any products, features or
functionality remains at the sole discretion of Appeon, and is SUBJECT TO CHANGE.



Highlights of This Year

More 
features

TabbedView for MDI sheets 

Modern graphs

SMTP client

RTE enhancements

PDF Builder, etc.

More 
stable

Internal refactoring

Bug fixes, especially legacy bugs

WebView2 for the WebBrowser control

Easy
to use

Auto-filtering dropdown

PowerServer deployment refactoring

Ultra-fast build option for PowerServer



2022 R3 LTS Coming Soon

2017 R3 LTS

JUL 2018 JAN 2021 DEC 2023

2019 R3 LTS 2022 R3 LTS



2022 R3 LTS Coming Soon

Deployments

• PowerClient
• PowerServer
• PBAutoBuild

Modern UI

• UI theme
• Tabbed sheets
• Graphs

Core features

• Enhanced the overall  
functionality and usability

Further Enhancements to Guarantee Stability

More security upgrades

TextControl ActiveX upgrade
No longer dependency on .NET 

Framework 4.0
Internal refactoring

More issues resolved

UI-theme resizing issue
Continuous clean-up of legacy 

bugs
2022 R2 bugs

Diverse requests addressed

Updating Migration Assistant
PowerServer & PowerClient –

Loading images from URL



1st Appeon version
Started major 

renovations
Revamped cloud 

deployment
Strengthening 

features & security

Targeted beta: 
End of Year 2024

Next Major Version – Version 2025



Next Major Version – Version 2025

New editor New compiler 

Plain-text source 64-bit IDE*

Revamped 
development

* Planned for 2025 revisions



Next Major Version – Version 2025

New editor 
• A seamless transition from the old

• Better code readability

• Better code navigation

• Higher coding efficiency

• Coding assistance capability
Revamped Development



Next Major Version – Version 2025

New compiler 
• Parallel compilation process to prevent interference with the 

IDE process

• Facilitates AST in code analysis

• More accurate identification of modified code/objects

• Time saving (full and incremental build) Revamped Development



Next Major Version – Version 2025

New compiler Performance 

• 388 PB objects
• 194 DataWindow objects 

Full Build

37s 10s

18m 56s 2m 50s• 3,154 PB  objects
• 5,348 DataWindow objects 

Code Example App

Customer App 1

1hr 31m 21s 9m 33s• 7,495 PowerScript objects
• 10,853 DataWindow objects 

Customer App 2

Incremental Build

36s 6sCode Example App

Customer App 1

Customer App 2

18m

3m

23s

5s

Legacy Compiler New Compiler



Next Major Version – Version 2025

Plain-text source code
• Separate source code from Pcode

• Avoid work loss caused by PBL corruption

• Facilitate standard source control practice

• Open to other external tools

Revamped Development



Next Major Version – Version 2025

64-bit IDE*
• Already done – Run and debug 64-bit applications

• Direct connection to 64-bit database

• Call to 64-bit DLLs/OCXs in the IDE

• 64-bit IDE .exe, ORCA.exe…

* Planned for 2025 revisions

Revamped Development



Next Major Version – Version 2025

• Display menu in RibbonBar style
• Export to excel using display values
• High DPI support
• More controls for modernization

Runtime/Modernization
Sustainability

Stability 
Security

Cloud

• SQLPreview event
• Back-end management console
• Request debugger

• Opening ancestor/descendent objects
• Enhancing tabbed editor
• DataWindow update properties
• Git: merging branch
• More resizing of the dialogs 
• Better search
• Check duplicate objects in a PBT

IDE



17.3%

14.2%

21.7%
16.6%

30.2%

What is the version of PowerBuilder you are currently using?

2022 R2

2022

2019 R3 LTS

EOMM/EOL versions (2017-2021)

Legacy versions (12.x or older)

Annual Survey Results



How would you rate your general satisfaction level with the newest 
version of PowerBuilder you tried? (1)

Annual Survey Results

1.5%
3.4%

18.9%

45.1%

31.2%
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Legacy version (12.x or older) EOMM/EOL versions (2017-2021) 2019 R3 LTS 2022 2022 R2

Annual Survey Results

How would you rate your general satisfaction level with the newest 
version of PowerBuilder you tried? (2)



What are the primary reason(s) that drive decision to upgrade your 
PowerBuilder version?

Annual Survey Results

26.6%

27.1%

38.5%

49.3%

53.2%

62.5%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Strengthened security

Deployment improvements (PowerServer, PBAutoBuild...)

Bug fixes

End-user experience (Modern UI, runtime features...)

Dev productivity (Enhancements to the IDE)

Update environment (OS, database...)



How would you rate your most recent upgrade experience?

Annual Survey Results

3.0% 3.2%

17.5%

33.1%

43.2%
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Do you have plan to Internet-deploy any of your PowerBuilder apps?

No

Yes

Annual Survey Results

60.3%
39.7%



63.9%13.6%

22.4%

Do you plan to use PowerServer to Internet-deploy any of your apps?

Yes

No

Not sure at this moment

Annual Survey Results



Which feature(s) on the product roadmap for PowerBuilder 2025 
interest you the most?

Annual Survey Results

15.9%

17.5%

23.9%

37.7%

38.7%

39.1%

49.8%

82.2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

PostgreSQL .NET Driver

SQL Preview Event for PowerServer Project

High DPI Support

Menu-to RibbonBar Converter

Minimizing Code Merge Conflicts

New Compiler - Saving source code in plain text

New Compiler - Reducing compilation time

Modern IDE editor



Connect with Us

Follow Appeon and community members to get 

the latest tech news. 

twitter.com/AppeonPB

Encourage us with a “like”, see cool pics, and get 

notified of upcoming events. 

facebook.com/AppeonPB

Share important Appeon videos with others; no 

account registration required. 

youtube.com/Appeonlinkedin.com

Build up your career profile, and stay in contact 

with other professionals. 

Discussions, tech articles and videos, free online 

training, and more. 

community.appeon.com    

product@appeon.com



Thank You 


